December 8th, 2002
Hi Gavin

Big changes in weather here at the moment. In the low 20s for most of the week. Then very hot and very humid yesterday with temperatures of 29OC here and 31OC in Sek Kong (much hotter than forecast). The temperature here right now is down to 15OC with the passing of a cold front last night. Saw on TV a lot of snow in places like North Carolina and Washington and New York. They didn’t show Boston but I assume it also got caught in the storm. It was mentioned that because of the presence of El Nino in the Pacific again this year, the east coast of the US can expect more severe cold storms this winter!! Maybe Djibouti weather doesn’t seem too bad after all!

I went for a run yesterday. And it was terrible! Just missed out on the cool running weather by one day. Went from Tai Po to Lead Mine Pass, up Tai Mo Shan, down to Route Twisk then through the forest to Sek Kong. Very hot, humid, some congestion problems and quite tired. Didn’t even feel like beginning the run. So bad, I actually had to sit down and rest three times while going up Tai Mo Shan (which I normally like as it is not too steep in most places). From Tai Mo Sham to Sek Kong is mainly downhill so that was not so bad though still slower. The time was only 3 minutes faster than the same run 2 years ago when I had the badly injured leg! And while heading up Tai Mo Shan, a couple of unfit (I think) walkers kept catching me up each time I stopped. And to really rub it in how bad I was doing, I saw two very old ladies with walking sticks hiking at the top of Tai Mo Shan!! Felt as though it was me who needed the walking sticks! And on arrival at Sek Kong, I didn’t know then how hot it actually was; but I was surprised that even ½ hour after finishing I was still covered in sweat.

Last Tuesday early evening I went to the offices of the HK publishers in Kwun Tong. This was the first time I had ever been there. The company is merging with a local publisher (who has strength in the primary school market). The merger should help the companies to survive as competition in the publishing area, as in many other business areas in HK, is tough. They wanted authors to meet people from the other company. Actually I didn’t want to go as it was for only 1 hour and the offices are so far away; it took more than 1½ hours of travel each way. 

On Wednesday after the midday swim I was walking across the foyer of the hotel (on the other side) when I saw a group of people posing for photographs on the staircase. Turned out to be the Psychology department from CUHK. They were having a 1-day retreat there. Spoke with Michael Bond and Robert Chan’s dad briefly. Michael Bond is almost completely bald now. He sends his regards to everybody. Robert Chan’s Dad mentioned that Robert dropped out of university at Michigan after doing just 1 year. He then started working in a web company. 


On Thursday, saw on TV that CUHK held a graduation ceremony. At it, Lee (?Li) Lai Sun (the wind surfer) was conferred with an honorary doctorate!! I was flabbergasted. When you consider how hard most people work and slog to get a doctorate, many universities are far too generous (and often frivolous) is dishing out honorary doctorates. You can be sure, and rightly so, that a person who has done well academically would not be awarded an Olympic medal. So, I cannot really see what she has done to deserve such an award. 


Saw on the Discovery TV channel a very interesting documentary on the Russian Antonov aircraft company. They specialise in constructing huge transport aircraft. The biggest in the world is the AN-225, and at the time of the documentary, there was only one in the world. It was originally built in Soviet times to transport their equivalent of the space shuttle, Because of the collapse of the Soviet Union, it only flew into space once and this was completely automatically, without a crew. The AN-225 was just left to rot for about 8 years but was then fixed again. It is so big it can hold about 1½ Boeing 737 fuselages and could be used for transporting such things. Have also been watching some interesting documentaries on chronic medical conditions such as Parkinson’s disease and Alzheimer’s disease made by a NZ Natural History film company. Many of the people in the programmes are from the Harvard Medical School. 


It was announced that Universal Studios is to build a ‘theme park’ in Shanghai. This will be similar to the one in Los Angeles which you visited many years ago but probably do not remember. There is concern here that it will compete for tourists with the Disneyland being built here. Also there is talk again of building the big bridge from HK to Zhuhai and Macau. However, when the Chief Executive was in Guangzhou last week, the Chinese did not seem quite so keen, perhaps, as it was pointed out, that HK would benefit most from such as bridge. Another news item was that General Ne Win of Burma died at the age of 91. He was the general who took over Burma about 20 (?) years ago changing it into a socialist state and ruining the economy. (I remember reading that Ne Win is suppose to have had a dream about “turning to the left.” As well as ‘left’ as in politics, he also switched vehicles from right-hand drive to left-hand drive!)


Have you heard of the big bush fires in the Sydney area of Australia? The result of the worst drought for 100 years! Many homes destroyed. A few years ago, many bush fires were able to be successfully extinguished. But is was found that instead of protecting the forests, this actually helped to denude the forests. The reason is that the seeds of many of the trees in the bush need the strong heat from fires for them to begin germinating.  


The 2003 Rugby 7s competition has begun. The first tournament was in Dubai which NZ eventually won. In the pool games, they had been beaten by Samoa. The two teams met again in the final which NZ won 36 – 0. 

HAPPY CHRISTMAS! (In case this letter is closer to Christmas than last week’s.) Nadine should be in HK for Christmas. That is, if she can get on United Airlines (I guess this is the airline she will use) as it has just been announced that the airline has gone bankrupt. It won’t fold up completely (as Pam Am did some years ago) but will become much smaller and will give up many of its routes. 

That’s about it for now. Thinking of you. 

Cheers, Dad
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